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2026 Information Leaflet on FACT’s Comprehensive Course on Forensic

Investigations into Allegations of Abuse:

This course equips delegates with a sound knowledge base on forensic investigations into
allegations of abuse, with a specific focus on sexual abuse investigations with children. This includes
the assessment of the child concerned, as well as a thorough collateral investigation and the
finalising of the process.

THE FOLLOWING MODULES MAKE UP THIS TRAINING:

1. The Socio-Emotional Assessments of Children (Which serves as a pre-forensic
evaluation). 9 weeks long, 40 CPD points.
Forensic Investigations Into Allegations of Abuse. 8 weeks long, 34,5 CPD points.
The Art of Effective Report Writing. 4 days, CPD Pending (15 Received in 2025).
Advanced Forensic Evaluations. 4 days, CPD Pending (13,5 Received in 2025).

Additional Online Sessions: Emotional Regulation, Mandatory Reporting & The Collateral

o M 0N

Interview. CPD: Average of 2,5 Per Session.

Delegates will also be attending 3 forensic group supervision sessions, complete practical
assignments, and pass a mock forensic examination. Please note: this programme takes place
entirely online, and consists of self-paced content delegates work through on their own pace, as well

as live Zoom contact sessions.

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED TRAINING ON THE SOCIO-EMOTIONAL ASSESSMENT
OF CHILDREN:

e If you completed this training with FACT before 2012 OR if you have done this training with
another organisation, we require that you do the full training course in socio-emotional
assessments again.

e |If you already completed this training with us between 2012 and 2021 we require that you
complete our short one-day course called: Socio-Emotional Assessments: Latest
Developments. This is a one day refresher course taking place on the 27" of May 9am —
13pm.

e If you did the socio-emotional assessments course with us in 2022 till present, you do not
have to redo this course as part of the forensic training, and can join us starting with the

Forensic Investigations module.




PROGRAMME DATES & DETAILS

The Socio-Emotional Assessment of Children:
28 Jan, 4 Feb, 11 Feb, 18 Feb, 11 March, 18 March, 25 March, 1 April, 8 April.

This course consists of online content delegates have to work through as well as well as weekly

contact sessions on these dates. After the 8" of April delegates will have to complete, and pass, a

practical mock examination in order to proceed with the Forensic Investigations module.

This training offers a systematic assessment model through which the child’s functioning, in all the
spheres of his life, can be evaluated. This is a child-friendly approach where age-appropriate aids
are used to obtain the necessary information. This information enables the professional to give
recommendations about the use of further investigations and/or the planning of relevant therapeutic
processes. In the forensic context, a socio-emotional assessment acts as a Pre-Forensic tool used
to determine whether the need for a comprehensive forensic investigation is both necessary and

plausible.

Forensic Investigations Into Allegations Of Abuse
9 July, 16 July, 23 July, 30 July, 6 August, 13 Aug, 20 Aug, 27 Aug, 3 September

This course consists of online content delegates have to work through as well as well as weekly

contact sessions on these dates. After 3 September delegates will have to complete a practical

exam.

The content covered this module includes:

e Guidelines on who can conduct forensic investigations into allegations of abuse. From
International Guidelines to SACSSP. Requirements to register for the specialty in Forensic
Social Work.

e The role of the forensic evaluator in cases of sexual abuse.

e Objectivity and investigating multiple hypotheses.

e Ethical aspects of forensic invetigations.

e South-African legislation that addresses sexual abuse of children, specifically: Criminal Law
Sexual Offence Amendment, Child Justice Act and the Children’s Act

¢ How children disclose sexual abuse and possible factors that can influence the disclosure of
sexual abuse.

e Sexual grooming of children and the impact thereof on the child.

e The different modules in forensic investigations.

e The dangers of fulfilling dual roles within the forensic practice and the ability to evaluate the
different roles and confluence of rules within these investigations.

o Different possible routes that can be followed within the forensic investigation process.



e The different forensic protocols available and knowledge of the advantages and
disadvantages of these.

o Different techniques and media that can be used in forensic interviews.

e The use and limitations of psychometric tests in forensic interviewing.

e The basic principles in forensic interviewing as well as the skill to apply these principles in
interviews with children.

e Conducting a forensic interview and assessment process with children.

e Conducting a thorough collateral investigation as part of a forensic investigation into
allegations of sexual abuse.

¢ Finalising a forensic investigation by evaluating finding, weighing findings against literature,
and testing alternative hypotheses.

e Compiling an ethical forensic report of high standard for criminal court.

The Art of Effective Report Writing
8 Oct & 22 Oct

This module consists of 4 self-paced sessions delegates have to work through as well as 2 Zoom

contact sessions on the above dates.

Effective report writing is a crucial skill when working in any psycho-legal context. Regardless of how
good practitioners are in the assessment or therapy of children — the report they submit is often the
only physical evidence of their work and thus the saying “You are only as good as your last report”.
This module will enable practitioners with knowledge and skill to write effective, neutral, and objective
reports in line with their given mandate. The structure and content of different reports, from

therapeutic to forensic, will be discussed in depth.

Advanced Forensic Evaluations
5 Nov & 19 Nov

This course consists of online content delegates have to work through as well as well as Zoom

contact sessions on these dates.

This course aims to address complex issues in dealing with sexual abuse investigations such as:
o Ethical issues in Sexual Abuse Investigations.
e Assessing the Very Young Child — Developmentally Sensitive Assessments.
o Fantastic and Bizarre Elements in Children’s Disclosures of Sexual abuse.
o Allegations of Sexual Abuse in Divorce.
o Allegations of Sexual Abuse implicating Multiple Offenders.

e Non-disclosure in Sexual Abuse.



o Investigative pathways in false allegations of abuse.

Additonal Online Sesssions:

Delegates will also receive access to the following 3 Sell-Paced 4 Hr long sessions that will sharpen
their skills and enhance their practice in terms of: Emotional Regulation of Children, Laws and
Practical Applications Around Mandatory Report of Child Abuse, and Skills in Conducting

Collateral Investigations.

Group Supervision Sessions:

Delegates also have the option to join any 3 of our SAFE (Support and Accountability for Forensic
Experts) Groups. Groups Consist Out Of:

e Literature provided for pre-reading

e Theoretical discussion on the topic

o Critical questions for group discussion

e Group supervision and support

e Time: 9:00 — 11:00am

Dates of SAFE Groups:

e 28 January 2026: Memory in Toddlers and Pre-Schoolers. Implication for Forensic Practice

e 18 March 2026: Ethics in Forensic Investigations into Allegations of Abuse (2 CPD Points
for this session)

e 21 May 2026: Grooming: Implications for Disclosure and Forensic Interviewing. How to
Explore Around Possible Grooming

o 22 July 2026: Investigative Pathways into False Allegations of Abuse

e 30 September: Topic to be finalised.

e 25 November: Topic to be finalised.

COST OF PROGRAMME
The total cost of this course is R31 700. Please take note that this is payable in 11 installments of

R2 881 per month from February to December.

If you already completed the socio-emotional training with us, but between 2012 and 2021, we
require that you complete our short one-day course called: Socio-Emotional Assessments: Latest
Developments. Therefore you will only pay: R 22 845. Payable in 11 installments of R 2077 per

month from February to December.



If you already did the socio-emotional assessments course with us in 2022 till present, you do not
have to redo this course as part of the forensic training. Therefore you will only pay: R21 124.

Payable in 11 installments of R1920 per month from February to December.

ADMISSION CRITERIA

In order to be admitted to this course, you need to meet the following criteria:
1. Be registered with a relevant professional body (SACSSP/HPCSA).
2. Submit a recent (not older than 3 months) police clearance certificate.

3. Have prior experience in working with children (2-5 years work experience recommended).

Why we only offer this training to certain professionals?:

Our organisation is unable to offer training in forensic investigations related to allegations of abuse
to professionals whose professional body registration and scope of practice (such as registered
counsellors) prohibit them from engaging in psycho-legal work. This restriction not only raises
concerns about the legal admissibility of their work in criminal court, but also poses ethical
considerations for our organisation. Despite the qualifications individuals may acquire through our
training, their lack of authorisation within the confines of their professional scope of practice renders
their engagement in forensic investigations ethically untenable.

It is our commitment to uphold both legal standards and ethical principles, and therefore, we cannot
provide training to individuals facing such limitations. We appreciate your understanding of these
constraints and encourage individuals to seek training opportunities that align with their professional

scope.

APPLICATION PROCESS
a) Delegates should submit their CV with a motivational letter stating why they should be
considered for this programme. In your motivation letter include what you think are the most
important aspects to ensure legally and ethically sound forensic practice.
b) Submit proof of registration with SACSSP/HPCSA.
c) Submita of police clearance certificate. (If you do not currently have police clearance, please

provide us with a copy thereof within the first three months of this training course)

Take note: all of the above should be sent to training@factnetwork.co.za. Once all documents

have been successfully received delegates will be notified whether they may proceed with

registering for the course.



